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Volunteer and Support the Club! 

ARPCA Online Clothing Store
ARPCA is pleased to announce the ARPCA Online Clothing 
Store.  A wide selection of high quality sport and casual 

apparel for both men and women is available.  All articles are 
available in multiple colors and sizes and are custom

embroidered with the Porsche logo.  

Click the link on the ARPCA website or go to 
https://store.twoeightprinting.com/collections/arpca to visit 

the store, view the selections and place your order.
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by Ed Rice, ARPCA President

As I write this, we are in the grips of week 

2 of the shelter at home order (or is it week 

3, I’m losing track). The buzz phrase is that 

we need to keep “socially distant.” That is 

a terrible label. We are social creatures by 

nature, and as Club members, by definition 

we enjoy socializing. I prefer a different 

label – let’s keep “physically distant” but 

socially connected.

In this regard, we are rolling out a new 

experiment. Our April meeting will be by 

teleconference. By the time you read this, 

that meeting and call will be in the can. As 

with all things we do, I am confident that it 

will have been a good and successful call. 

Indeed, I am guessing we will have a much 

greater attendance that we normally do, 

since the convenience of dialing from home 

is alluring for many!

For now, all other official Club events 

through mid-May continue to be 

suspended. We will see what happens 

beyond that as we get closer to that date. In 
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the meantime, there is much we can do to 

enjoy each other’s company, and our cars. 

Stay tuned.

One thing I know is that once this 

pandemic passes, there will be pent up 

demand for many things – one of which 

will be for us to have a whopping big 

event! Hopefully, assuming the late July-

early August PittRace DE stays on the 

calendar, I’d like to see us hold a very large 

“coming out” Club party at the track (after 

it goes “cold”), with lots of refreshments 

and food.  We also have an All Member 

Dinner to reschedule, and so far, the PVGP 

is still on too. 

So in these rather dark days of isolation, 

there is sunshine on the horizon. While for 

many of us in the Club this period may be 

nothing more than a mere annoyance, I 

am also keenly aware that not every one 

of us is as well positioned to weather this 

storm without enduring some real, serious 

hardship. So in the spirit of the Allegheny 

Region PCA, let’s stay in touch with each 

other – let’s at least make sure that the 

social aspect remains strong and close, and 

reach out. Yes, keep physically distant, but 

do not be socially distant. Not now, not 

here! 

Stay well and be well fellow Porsche nuts!

• Elderlaw
• Estate Planning
• Probate
• Personal Injury

www.pecorilawyers.com

E. Robert Pecori,
29 year ARPCA member

412-788-2000
rpecori@pecorilawyers.com

Fowler Automotive
Street & Track, LLC

Owned and operated by Dan Fowler, a Bosch 
Certified Mechanic and avid supporter of the 
Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix who has 35+ 
years of experience specializing in exotic,  

foreign, and vintage cars.

1201 WmFlynn Hwy (Route 8)  
Glenshaw, PA 15116

412-213-3276 
www.fastcoproductions.com

we service all makes and modelswe service all makes and models
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Virtual Togetherness 
by Gus Vasilakis, ARPCA Vice President

Where to start? Well it’s April 4th, my mom 

says I turn 55 today, and I’m driving our editor 

Larry crazy with the 2nd in a row late article. 

But I can write something to put a smile on 

everyone’s face – THE SUN IS OUT IN WESTERN 

PA!  Get out your car wash & shine buckets, and 

say Hello to Spring 2020.

 After the past couple of weeks of rain and 

clouds, daily news of COVID-19, being home 

(having the family all together is a good 

thing), and learning how to implement social 

distancing as physical distancing for health 

and safety while remaining socially engaged, 

I feel that we are all finding a way to turn 

the corner towards well-being. I hope that 

everyone has found a way to be well, stay in 

touch with friends, and support family.

As an organization we are continuing our 

mission and I invite everyone to check our web 

page and E-news emails for updates regarding 

our business and social events.

Missing racing and HPDE events I came late 

to the iRacing platform, but am now exploring 

PCA’s Sim Racing. Awesome to see our ARPCA 

crest represented by Collin Thomas driving in 

the PCA Sportsman Class and Tim Glace driving 

in the PCA Pro Class in Series 4. Members in 

good standing can join, and the racing classes 

range from novice to expert. Just like the IMSA 

and NASCAR i-series these iRacing events have 

professional commentary and look like they 

are a lot of fun. For more information and how 

to get started visit www.pca.org and follow the 

link for Sim Racing. You can check out recorded 

races on YouTube as well.   Good Luck guys!

In closing this month, share something fun 

when you take your Porsche out for a drive.  

E-Brake news from PCA national as well as our 

own Rundschau print and digital media are 

promoting photo contests.   We can’t gather 

as a group for a couple weeks but leveraging 

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter we can share 

fun moments.  Please check our website for 

current events. As soon as it is determined 

to be safe for us to begin gathering look 

for our social and driving events to start up 

immediately. Until then wash off the winter 

dust, get that mirror-like shine going and be 

ready for that first long drive.

Stay safe everyone and see you soon.      

412-650-5700

Specialty Auto, Classic Car, & Exotic Car 

your Pittsburgh Auto Insurance Specialists!
Low cost agreed value physical damage 
coverage for your car.
• AUTO
• COLLECTORS, CLASSIC, ANTIQUE AUTO  
• HOME OWNERS
• SMALL BUSINESS
• LIFE & IRA

5624 BROWNSVILLE ROAD
PITTSBURGH, PA 15236

www.mchelhinny.com
tim@mcelhinny.com

TIMOTHY McELHINNY, CIC LUTCF
PCA MEMBER

Personalized Service in Your Area Since 1960

Create QR Code

McELHINNY
INSURANCE AGENCY LLC 
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Around the Zone 
by Lori Schutz, PCA Zone 4 Representative

Hi Zone 4 Friends and Family, 

Well we are sure in interesting times.  Little 

did I realize that the DE Instructor Refresher 

Training in Cleveland on March 14th would 

be the last Zone 4 event for the foreseeable 

future. Depending on when this appears 

in your region publication, we may still be 

‘sheltering-in-place’ until the COVID -19 

threat is past us.

We sure did have a fun filled event with 

our instructors and presenters.  Thanks to 

Mid-Ohio Region for sponsoring the venue, 

and to Lori and Bob Bryant from Northern 

Ohio Region for their work in organizing the 

presenters, registration and catering.  We 

had a strong turn out of over 50 in the room 

(capacity of 150 – social distancing!) and 20 

attended remotely via Zoom (that’s a web 

conferencing platform, in case you didn’t 

know).

On April 2nd, I had a Zoom meeting with 

most of the region presidents to check 

in and see how everyone is doing.  A lot 

of common themes, with events being 

cancelled and discussion of the newsletters 

and websites.  The good news is that 

everyone is healthy and safe. Some groups 

are using Zoom and other video platforms 

for monthly meetings, happy hours and 

social interaction that is safe and keeps us 

connected.

As we are spending more time at home, 

I hope you have seen the announcements 

about the SIM Racing program.  Check out 

the latest at https://pcasimracing.com/.  By 

the time you read this, the spring season may 

be complete.  There will be more to come.  

Even the Indycar series has gone iRacing this 

season. Stay tuned for more.

Please stay safe and healthy, and I look 

forward to seeing everyone when we can 

gather once again.   

Lori  - zone4rep@national.pca.org
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From The Editor 
by Larry Sachs, Rundschau Editor

As I write this the sun is shining, the sky a 

cloudless deep blue and the high should be 

near 60. Because of the COVID-19 outbreak 

most of Allegheny County has become my bike 

lane. Yes, despite my serious injury last August, 

I have been able to get back on my bicycle 

which, remarkably enough, only needed a 

complete new rear wheel and new front tire – 

far less restoration than I required. My surgeon, 

impressed with my range of motion, claims I 

am one of his top two patients given how little 

time has passed since he replaced my shoulder, 

but my strength is low. To date the longest I 

have managed to ride is 14 miles in an hour. 

However, the prospect of completing my 29th 

MS Bike Tour in June and my relentless march 

toward raising a cumulative total of $500,000 

have been driving me to press my recovery. 

While the ride has not yet been canceled, I am 

becoming more pessimistic that it will go on 

as scheduled. Fortunately there are other MS 

Bike Tours scheduled for later in the summer 

to keep me motivated to build up my strength 

and endurance to an acceptable level.

It is challenging to fill Rundschau when 

the events usually covered are canceled by 

pandemic. Subsequent to the March Club 

Meeting all March events were canceled. By 

the time you read this the April club meeting 

will have been held via telephone. April events 

were likewise canceled as is the Watkins 

Glen DE in May. Fortunately our frequent 

contributor RL Turner has stepped up to the 

plate to provide us with performance car 

content for our reading pleasure, albeit not all 

Porsche. In addition to his column Turner has 

granted permission to include the first chapter 

of his book The Driver-Decision, the entirety of 

which can be purchased on Amazon.

Because it is uncertain when our functions 

will resume and because the lead time 

required to publish Rundschau is a month, I’m 

asking you all to contribute, to share your Club 

stories, Porsche stories and photos. You can 

write about cars you have, cars you are working 

on or projects that are only in your dreams. 

Describe scenic drive routes that we might 

undertake on our own. So, until our gatherings 

can resume…

Keep Your Distance and Keep the Rubber Side 

Down.
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Letters to the Editor

Building Robots Today - Driving Porsches Tomorrow 

The students of the Highlands High School Introduction to Engineering course would like to 
thank the Allegheny Region Porsche Club of America for your generous donation to fund our 
radio controlled robot that will compete in the Western Pennsylvania Bots IQ Competition. The 
objective of this endeavor is to design, manufacture and test a battlebot to compete with more 
than 60 high schools in Western Pennsylvania. This project began in November and runs until the 
middle of March when the preliminary competition takes place. During this time students learn 
leadership, teamwork, project management, business interaction, and critical thinking. These and 
other skills practiced throughout this project will be very useful as we continue throughout our 
professional lives, including “Twenty-First-Century” skills such as computer-aided drafting, high-
tech manufacturing and electrical programing. This project is also an opportunity to promote the 
STEM classes our school offers to students. The budget for each competition robot is $8000. Ap-
proximately $5000 comes from resources and materials donated from a local machining compa-
ny, MetPlas Inc. The remaining donations come from generous businesses and clubs throughout 
Allegheny County that help to make this project possible for the team. This experience provides 
hardworking students the opportunity to build a strong foundation and prepare for their futures 
in engineering or other STEM fields. Again, we would like to thank the Allegheny Region Porsche 
Club of America for your generous donation and support of our team’s BattleBot campaign.

Sincerely,

Daniel Signorella, Documentation Leader, on behalf of the Highlands Robotics Team

Billy Gustafson, CAD Designer and Project Manager 

Bryce Eddy, Electronics

Nicholas Seabaugh, Safety Supervisor and Administration

Cheyenne Burlingame, Budget and Accounting

Alexander Murphy, Graphics and Design

Rundschau Calendar

Congrats on calendar page new look. Crisp, clean and easily followed. Well laid out graphically. The 
publication itself could stand a similar refreshing. Welcome to a thankless job. 

E. Paul Dickinson

Member since 1973
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Membership 
Happy Anniversary!
These Allegheny Region members celebrated membership anniversaries in March

by Terri Mattock, ARPCA Membership Chair 

E Paul Dickinson
James E. Kriebel
R. Wade  Miller
Richard E. Salnick
Charles M. Rottmund
John A. Ross
Richard C. Kaufman
Mark H. Miller
Christopher P. Steimer
William M. Swartz
Earl L. Seiler
Richard J. Andrus
Malcolm S. Campbell
Jacob J. Nolte
Bruce V. Shipe
Richard  Arango
Geoff  Herald
Douglas J. Baker

Michael  Laffey
Michael J. Orlosky
Robert R. Ragan
Douglas  Core
Raymond S. DeMarco
Bill  Rossetti
Andreas M. Olligschlaeger
Eric P. Wallace
Maris G. Mangulis
Denis R. Nill
Daniel  Zeigler
George S. College
Larry A. Pryor
Curtis B. Huffman
Douglas J. Schaefer
Robert  Peirce
Luke A. Latimer
Anthony N. Sciullo

Darren T. Loughran
James C. Carter
Robert J. Cooper
Timothy R. Belkowski
Chris  Marzec
John C. Eby
James E. McCalmont
William M. Sulkowski
Greg D. Swartz
Scott  Burgauer
John  Kelly
Roy  Shelley III
Michael  Kelly
Guy  Kuhn 
Members with less  
than 5 years

47
39
38
35
34
30
30
29
28
26
26
25
25
24
22
21
20
20

20
20
17
15
15
13
11
11
10
10
10
10
10
9
9
9
9
9

8
7
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
5
5
5
5
5
16

Welcome New Members! 
James Harris
Albert Sasala
Paul Kovacs
David Nader

Macan S
Macan S
911 Carrera
911 GT3 RS

2017
2016
2008
2016

2016
2016

Ira Rock
Ed Cook

911 Carrera S
Panamera Edition

Primary Members:  758  •   Affiliate Members: 453  •  Total Members: 1,211 

 Sunset on Sean Hammond's GT4 Clubsport at PittRace - Scott Ishler photo
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Social Distancing While 
Driving a Porsche 
by R.L. Turner

Back in 1999 I left behind a job to dive head-

first into dotcom. You can probably guess the 

end of that story. Dotcom turned into dot bomb 

and I had to pivot jobs very quickly. The job I left 

had me going into an office every day except for 

business travel. Dotcom hipness had me work-

ing from home, virtually. I was a telecommuting 

pioneer. To be frank, I do not know what I would 

do if I had to go back into an office every day. I 

suspect I would hate it.

My usual work attire is jeans and a long sleeve 

Porsche t-shirt. The thought of dressing up, 

even just a little, turns my stomach. Most weeks, 

I have fifteen plus conference calls which are 

usually routine. However, over the past several 

weeks as COVID-19 has become a major part of 

our lives, the company I work for, like many oth-

ers, has mandated that office-bound employees 

adopt and adapt to WFH a/k/a working from 

home. Now phone calls include background 

noises like dogs and kids, and I hear the frustra-

tion in the voices of people who have never 

done this before. But it’s an experience we are 

all sharing right now.

Every week I usually get out of the house by 

going to the gym early, then at some point 

maybe running a few errands, but with the CV-

19 thing, not so much. Like a lot of us I’ve been 

cooped up in the house for days, now weeks on 

end and, no surprise, I’ve gotten stir crazy. The 

weather hasn’t helped. We’ve had more than 

a week of very steady, sometimes heavy rain. 

Every day, same forecast:  Yep, more rain. Great! 

But last week I saw a break in the rain. Exactly 

one day, a Saturday no less. Sunday more rain. 

But Saturday, chilly and dry. In other words, 

perfect.

My plan was to head out mid-morning and 

take my usual run up to a secret bridge over the 

Red River, the wet border between Texas and 

Oklahoma. But the more I thought about it, the 

more I thought – hey, I bet other people have 

been cooped up, dealing with self-isolation, 

social distancing and might need to stretch 

their legs so to speak and do some driving. As a 

group our PCA region is very socially active ev-

ery weekend (sometimes two or three activities 

on the same day), along with mid-week pop-

ups and a variety of other regularly-scheduled 

events. I figured others needed to get out of the 

house and run for a bit.

I posted my idea up on our FB page and was 

not surprised when many people said, “Hell 

Yeah.” I said we’d practice social distancing, 

just wave at each other when we arrived and 

then would be safely ensconced in our cars for 

the rest of the trip. Many people said they’d 

join, but you never really know until you go. I’d 

posted up the route so everyone going would 

have an idea of our general direction. I asked 

that everyone have a full tank of gas and maybe 

water and snacks. I was so happy to see the rain 

tail off Friday, heading into Saturday. Perfect, the 

promise of a dry day.

The forecast promised clouds, but lo and 

behold – the sun! Wow, a sunny day to boot. 

Even better. I arrived early to find the place I 

told everyone to meet was blocked due to road 

construction. What a great start to the drive! 

Nothing like having to quickly improvise. I asked 

my wife to post up on FB a nearby location 

along the highway next to where we were sup-

posed to meet and I added my phone number 

for people to reach me just in case. There’s 

always that moment when you’ve put some-

thing together and you’re not sure if people 

will show up or not, so it was a relief to see the 

first Porsche arrive, then another and another. 

My relief tuned to excitement as it appeared 

there were many people needing to get out 
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of the house. We filled up the side of the road, 

eleven Porsches strong and one BMW X5M (the 

owner worried that his older 944 couldn’t keep 

up). We got out of our cars, greeted each other 

at a distance, maintaining our social distancing 

protocol and spread out to take photos of our 

assembled jelly-bean colored cars as the drivers 

and passengers of other cars gawked at the row 

of gleaming Porsches. Our group assembled; it 

was time to hit it.

We managed to keep our social distancing by 

following each other, no worries there! Every-

one keeping pace, our string of cars stretched 

out over a quarter mile. I had to manage some 

local traffic but kept us all together. Once we 

got out in the country, we found little traffic. 

One kind driver in a pick-up truck even pulled 

aside so we could all pass. I must admit, there 

may have been a time or two (but only a time or 

two ;-) when we cooked it up a bit. Just saying. 

We pressed deeper into the country, the route I 

selected providing a good combination of fast 

sweeping corners, longish straights in between 

crests with good sight lines for a mile, some-

times more. Here the string of Porsches would 

stretch out, giving the engines a chance to 

breathe right up to red line. 

As we piled on the miles, I could feel it. There 

is a perceptible change and it sweeps over you. 

The car helps. Man and machine, the sympa-

thetic beating of human and mechanical hearts. 

The road makes you focus, pay closer attention 

to the details. It can transport you if you let it, 

leaving our trials and concerns behind, if for only 

a couple of hours. We turned onto a road that 

leads across the river, the border between two 

states. There is a sight line of almost two miles 

down a hill before the bridge. I saw clear road 

ahead. May have gone just slightly above the 

speed limit, just a smidge. In the distance I could 

start to make out a red car shape on the left side 

of the bridge and I could also see some tiny stick 

figures near the car. I must admit, I lifted. Then I 

realized it was Porsche people waiting to cheer 

us on, so I punched it again, giving them a show. 

We roared past them in a blurred whoosh of 

sound, color and speed.

A brief stop to meet and greet the Porsche 

people and then we were back at it, a little more 

relaxed on the return. Cars peeled off as they 

needed gas or headed home in other directions. 

The final two cars, my 981 Cayman S and a 951 

drove the last few miles together before we fi-

nally parted ways. I don’t know about you, but I 

needed that. It helped me reconnect to me. And 

every once in a while, that blast in the country 

is just what the doctor ordered. Pulling into the 

garage, I turned the key and the great beast of 

an engine stilled. I let out a long slow breath too. 

I feel good after a drive like that. Just the right 

amount of edge, adrenaline and seat time. 

Times like this offer perspective on who we 

are, on our priorities. But it’s nice to know that 

we can escape, even if it’s just for a little while, 

reconnect with others that share a common pas-

sion and experience the love of driving our cars. 

We may be alone in our cars, but in this case, we 

are together at the same time, practicing a good 

measure of medically mandated social distanc-

ing – at maybe just a few miles over the posted 

speed limit.

And on that exhaust note, see you all next 

time.

Lemonhead Run
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The Porsche Touring Crew is planning a May 

26 luncheon event that re-traces the century-

old footsteps of an iconic American President.  

The PTC destination is the Hotel Saxonburg, 

where almost 100 years ago Woodrow Wilson 

registered as an overnight guest.

Wilson, who was dyslexic and didn’t read 

until he was 10 years old, went on to become 

President of Princeton University and President 

of the U.S. – the latter from 1913 to 1921.  He 

was best known for leading the country 

through the First World War, and later, for 

laying the foundation for the League of 

Nations, credited with preserving world peace 

in the years that followed. 

The Hotel Saxonburg opened its doors in 

1832, and its period-furnished dining rooms 

have been a popular destination ever since. 

Owner Judy Feree and Executive Chef Alan 

Green guarantee a memorable meal featuring 

fresh ingredients from local suppliers, with 

almost everything on their menu made from 

scratch. The Hotel offers a wide variety of 

comfort food, including lobster bisque, Reuben 

sandwiches and fresh crab cakes, but also 

offers a selection of calorie-conscious fare. 

Crew members will order from the complete 

menu and will enjoy dedicated parking.

Attendees can also opt for a (free) private tour 

of the well-appointed Saxonburg Museum, 

located a short walk from the Hotel.  The 

regional museum traces the role of early 

immigrants in forging the area’s economy, 

including the development of various types 

of wire cable -- a building block in U.S. 

transportation and infrastructure growth. 

An original 1937 Plymouth Coupe and 1926 

Studebaker Erskine that once belonged to the 

town’s founder will both be on display.  

The Hotel is a rural drive located a few miles 

off Route 8, north of Pittsburgh. Participants 

will gather at the venue between 11:00 and 

11:30 and sit down for lunch just before 12:00 

Noon. 

The Touring Crew is an informal group that 

hosts luncheon events, and is always looking 

to welcome ARPCA members and their guests.  

Make your required reservation by going to 

the ARPCA site, clicking on the event, and then 

registering in MotorSportReg.com.  Of course, 

PTC will be staying in contact with all those 

who register regarding any schedule changes.  

More information? Contact Tom Mueller 

(ermtcm@verizon.net), or Wayne Desbrow 

(wdesbrow@zoominternet.net).

PTC To Follow Woodrow Wilson With May 
Road Trip to Hotel and Museum 
by Wayne Desbrow, ARPCA Member

Hotel Saxonburg
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2020
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 14  |  7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Monthly Club Meeting
Location TBD 
Contact: president@arpca.com

May 16  |  7:30 am – 11:30 am
ARPCA Porsche at the Lot: 
The Lot at Edgewater
145 Allegheny Avenue 
Oakmont, PA 15139 
Contact: social@arpca.com

 May 18  |  4:00 pm – 8:00 pm
TVC Car Control Clinic
PittRace, 201 Penndale Rd. 
Wampum, PA 16157 
Contact: 724-535-1000

 May 26  |  11:00 am
Porsche Touring Crew
Hotel Saxonburg, 220 W Main St. 
Saxonburg, PA 16056 
Contact: Tom Mueller, ermtcm@verizon.net

June 11  |  7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Monthly Club Meeting
Location TBD 
Contact: president@arpca.com

June 13  |  7:30 am – 11:30 am
ARPCA Porsche at the Lot: 
The Lot at Edgewater
145 Allegheny Avenue 
Oakmont, PA 15139 
Contact: social@arpca.com

 June 23  |  11:30 am
Porsche Touring Crew
Jean Bonnet Tavern, 6048 Lincoln Hwy  
Bedford, PA 15522 / Flight 93 Memorial 
Contact: Tom Mueller, ermtcm@verizon.net

 June 30  |  4:00 pm – 8:00 pm
TVC Car Control Clinic
PittRace, 201 Penndale Rd. 
Wampum, PA 16157 
Contact: 724-535-1000

July 11  |  7:30 am – 11:30 am
ARPCA Porsche at the Lot: 
The Lot at Edgewater
145 Allegheny Avenue 
Oakmont, PA 15139 
Contact: social@arpca.com

 July 24  |  1:45 pm
PVGP Kick Off Party and Road Rally
Double Wide Grill, 100 Adams Shoppes  
Mars, PA 16046 
Contact: John Malobicky, pvgp@arpca.com

 July 25–26  |  9:30 am
PVGP Porsche Display Weekend
Schenley Park 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213 
Contact: John Malobicky, pvgp@arpca.com

 July 31–August 2  |  All Day
Driver’s Education
PittRace, 201 Penndale Rd.  
Wampum, PA 16157 
Contact: track@arpca.com

August 13  |  7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Monthly Club Meeting
Location TBD 
Contact: president@arpca.com

August 22  |  7:30 am – 11:30 am
ARPCA Porsche at the Lot: 
The Lot at Edgewater
145 Allegheny Avenue 
Oakmont, PA 15139 
Contact: social@arpca.com

September 10  |  7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Monthly Club Meeting
Location TBD 
Contact: president@arpca.com

 September 11–13  |  All Day
Driver’s Education
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course  
7721 Steam Corners Rd.  
Lexington, OH 44904 
Contact: track@arpca.com

September 19  |  7:30 am – 11:30 am
ARPCA Porsche at the Lot: 
The Lot at Edgewater
145 Allegheny Avenue 
Oakmont, PA 15139 
Contact: social@arpca.com

October 8  |  7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Monthly Club Meeting
Location TBD 
Contact: president@arpca.com

October 10  |  1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Oktoberfest German Marque  
Car Show — BMW Club
Penn Brewery, 800 Vinial St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
Contact: bmw.event.coordinator@gmail.com

Business Meeting Non-ARPCA Requires RegistrationSocialTrack & Autocross Tour & Rally

For corrections, additions, or other comments 
regarding our event calendar, please contact 
the Editor, Larry Sachs at editor@arpca.org

«  A properly driven 912 E as seen on a May morning in 
2019 at Pittsburgh Cars & Coffee. Photo by Justin Flagg
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 The dark metallic-gray Maserati Quattroporte 

sliced north along the French A-7 Autoroute 

toward Lyon. The Driver stayed in the passing 

lane, flashing his high beams. Peugeots and 

Renaults moved out of his way as if pushed by 

a shockwave.

Something was bothering him. Most 

Engagements were trouble-free drives, taking 

cargo from one place to another. A Driver 

seldom knew what his cargo was—it could 

be things or people or things and people. 

This Driver’s cargo, a small box, was secure 

inside the specially built safe in the Maserati’s 

trunk, surrounded by sheets of soft foam 

rubber to keep it from sliding around. Rene 

Dufour had been doing this for a long time 

and something about this Engagement made 

him uncomfortable. Usually when he sensed 

an Engagement was going to be dangerous, 

possibly life threatening, he knew what was 

causing that feeling; a sixth sense honed over 

years of experience. Today he felt nothing 

specific, only a persistent uneasiness. Glancing 

in the rearview mirror, once again he reviewed 

the events that began when he’d picked the 

cargo up in Marseilles, hoping to identify what 

it was that was bothering him.

He recalled driving into a rundown 

abandoned warehouse near the wharf, his 

headlights peering through the shadows and 

dust, illuminating three men standing next 

to a silver BMW M5. Rene had pulled to a stop 

and got out. He remembered scrutinizing 

each of them. They had French underworld 

written all over them. Two wore silvery gray 

tight fitting suits, buttoned up, the outline of 

pistols visible in their waistbands. The third, in 

a very expensive black suit and wraparound 

sunglasses, his dark hair tipped spiky blond, 

stepped forward to meet Rene. Tattoo’s 

blossomed up along his neck and up behind 

his jaw—flames with the tips changing from 

bright red to yellow just finishing underneath 

his ears. Classy!

Identities verified, Tattoo Man flashed a 

pearly white smile visible even in the gloom 

of the warehouse and brought the small case 

from the trunk of the BMW and gave it to Rene 

who took it and headed toward the rear of his 

car. Before he could open the trunk, the trio 

had turned, got into their car, and disappeared 

with a shriek of spinning tires and clouds of 

billowing smoke. Rene cocked his head to 

The Driver Book 1 - 
Decision Chapter 1 by R.L. Turner
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listen. The BMW continued accelerating until 

the roar of the engine faded into the distance. 

Strange, he remembered thinking, usually 

they watch me leave. Not much to go on, but 

his unease remained. Rene returned his focus 

to completing the Engagement. 

The consummate professional, Rene Dufour 

never failed to deliver once contracted for 

an Engagement. His plan was to contact his 

clients when he reached Lyon and give them 

an update on his progress and a new ETA for 

Reims, his final destination. He toggled the 

switch on the console to his right, activating 

the rear camera, one of several modifications 

he’d had specially built into the Maserati. He 

studied the cars following further behind him, 

looking for any indication that he may have a 

tail. So far, so good. He switched to the front. 

Nothing.   

He drove for a few minutes getting his 

bearings from the GPS in his dash, spotted 

an Agip nearby on the way to Morieres-les-

Avignon and at the last second veered off the 

road into the service area, just east of Avignon. 

He pulled up in front of the main building, 

which housed a restaurant and shop. He sat 

for a moment to see if anyone followed him 

into the rest area. Not seeing a suspicious 

vehicle, he turned the car around and backed 

it into the parking place. Exiting the car, he 

pulled his ever-present iPhone from his suit 

jacket pocket. He used it to lock the car and 

set the extra security systems before heading 

inside for a visit to the restroom before 

grabbing an espresso.  

Rene stepped inside the restaurant and 

paused, looking back. The tinted glass gave 

him excellent cover to observe the cars 

passing. For the briefest moment, he stared 

at his reflection in the glass. Almost 1.8m 

tall, broad chest, and about 77kg, his graying 

black hair brush cut. He could not see his 

intense blue eyes, covered now, as they 

frequently were, by sunglasses. His thick lips 

and thin nose combined with a slight olive 

in his complexion to let him pass for Italian, 

Spanish and—with some additional facial 

hair—Middle Eastern. Vain about his clothes, 

he too wore designer suits, especially Canali 

and Zegna, but unlike the tattooed man back 

at the warehouse, Rene preferred loose-fitting 

jackets that gave him freedom of movement 

and concealed his shoulder-holster. His easy, 

self-confidant movements—second nature 

after a career in law enforcement—announced 

to anyone paying attention, ‘Do not mess with 

me.' 

No cars had followed him into the parking 

lot. Good. Makes things simple, he thought. 

He went to the restroom to wash up and 

stopped by the counter. He ordered and paid 

for a double espresso. When the order arrived, 

he added several sugars, ritually stirred the 

espresso until the sugar had completely 

dissolved, then quickly gulped the hot, sweet 

liquid down. He looked at the Maserati. It 

had only been out of his eyesight for a few 

moments, but he had to check it, he always 

did. He pulled out his iPhone and ran the 

security program. The response was quick: no 

explosives, no bugs, no tampering.  

Rene punched another button, remotely 

starting the car and unlocking the driver's 

door, which gapped open slightly so that he 

could enter the car without having to fumble 

with the door handle. He walked quickly 

outside and was in the car, putting it in gear 

and heading out in less than eight seconds.

Exiting the Agip, moving along the access 

road onto the A-7, he noticed a staid black 

Mercedes E55 AMG saloon up ahead idling 

in the emergency lane. Dark tinted windows, 

smoke rising softly from the tail pipes, a 

coincidence this car happened to be sitting 
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precisely at that spot? Not likely. Instantly on 

full alert, thinking, planning, he quickly pulled 

into the emergency lane himself, careful to stay 

about fifty meters back from the Mercedes. 

Using another modification to the car, Rene 

used the thumb wheel on the steering wheel 

accessing the front camera, he zoomed in 

and snapped a photo of the Mercedes’ license 

plate. Looking up, he noticed what seemed to 

be an identical Mercedes coming up behind, 

now slowing to pull in behind him. They had 

him pinched in between; no doubt they had 

assumed they could easily take him down. So 

it was time to change the rules to their game. 

He slammed the shift lever into reverse and 

charged the oncoming Mercedes. The startled 

driver stood on his brakes and started backing 

rapidly too, only to swerve back into traffic. A 

blasting air horn from a lorry coming way too 

fast to stop and unable to move left because of 

a second lorry running alongside, caused the 

now totally flummoxed Mercedes driver to lurch 

forward entirely into the emergency lane again 

just in time for the lorry to roar past.

Rene was on the throttle, rocketing ahead 

on the tail of the lorries, zooming past the 

first Mercedes that had been lying in wait. The 

rearward Mercedes recovered quickly and came 

along behind. The left-most lorry had now 

moved into the right lane and Rene floored it. 

Rushing forward as the Quattroporte's modified 

575 bhp came on tap, Rene quickly accessed the 

rear camera to zoom in and shoot a photo of 

the license of the second Mercedes. He touched 

a button on the dash display and it brought 

up a list of people he could send the photos 

to.  He scrolled down the list until he saw the 

name Jean Paul Degas, an old and useful friend 

who still worked for the Direction Centrale du 

Renseignement Intérieur.  He touched another 

button and transmitted the message as an SMS 

text with an attached image.  

Hopefully Jean Paul is awake at his desk and 

gets this, Rene thought.   

His attention returned to the A7 Autoroute. 

Now approaching 250 kph, he was no longer 

flashing his high beams, instead using the other 

cars as obstacles to keep the two Mercedes 

several car lengths behind him. Rene knew that 

if the French Highway Police became involved, 

there would be unwelcome complications. 

Better to take secondary roads, where he could 

use the terrain and curves to his advantage. But 

which road to use?

Traffic picked up as they sped north from 

Avignon towards Chateauneuf-du-Pape and 

Orange.  Weaving among the lorries, he did not 

see the third Mercedes until it was alongside. 

The back window of the Mercedes rolled down  

and an automatic assault rifle emerged and 

started firing.  Rene heard dull thunks as bullets  

hit the embedded Kevlar sheets behind the 

Quattroporte’s doors and body panels and 

sharper splats as the bullets bounced off the 

custom-tinted bullet-proof Polymer windows. 

He smiled, the cost of these mods just went to 

zero where his life and the safety of the cargo 

were at stake. He slammed on the brakes and 

downshifted, now swerving into the right 

emergency lane until a frantic lorry driver, 

air horn screaming, almost kissed Rene’s rear 

bumper. The Mercedes driver pulled into the 

right lane as soon as the lorry passed, just as 

Rene hit the gas and swung back to the left. 

Now Rene was on the Mercedes’ tail. 

The Mercedes slowed, its driver obviously 

unprepared for this reversal of roles, as 

two large lorries, horns blasting, rumbled 

alongside in the passing lane. Rene stomped 

the accelerator again, matching their speed 

and, swerving into the space between the two, 

barely big enough to hold his car, slid past 

the now thoroughly disoriented Mercedes 

before swinging back to his right and blasting 
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continued on page 20

off down the road. Obligingly, before the 

Mercedes could react, the second lorry pulled 

into the right lane in front of it, which now 

found both lanes momentarily blocked as the 

Maserati accelerated away.

“Merde, I need you to wake up!” Rene 

shouted to the non-responsive Jean Paul.

As if on command, his iPhone rang. He 

touched a button on the steering wheel 

to engage the Bluetooth connection and 

answered.

“Allo,” he said aloud.

“Bonjour René, c’est Jean Paul. Ca va bien?”

“It is about time, mon ami. Did I wake you?”

“Mais non! I have been hard at work since I 

came back from my two-hour lunch,” Jean Paul 

laughed.

“It is nice to hear you are having a lazy 

afternoon. Me, I am a bit busy right now with 

three Mercedes saloons trying to take me out. 

Did you get those license shots I sent you?”

“Yes, yes. Are you all right? Merde!”

“OK for now, but what about those license 

plates?”

“I ran the numbers. They’re registered to a 

holding company out of Frankfort. I can’t trace 

them further.”  

“I suspected as much—hold on!” 

One of the Mercedes was overtaking rapidly, 

possibly intending to ram him. Using the 

Quattroporte’s superior power and torque, 

Rene hit the throttle and began pulling away.

“Rene, do you want me to call the highway 

police?”

“No! I will take care of these guys by myself. 

Hold on one minute …”

Rene had spotted something up ahead, a low 

guardrail that extended out 25 meters in front 

of an outcropping of trees. If he could manage 

to push the front or better yet the side of one 

of the Mercedes into and over the guardrail, 

the car would not be able to stop until the 

trees stopped it. 

He glanced at the rear camera’s view, 

showing the Mercedes closing again, 

presumably thinking he had his prey at a 

disadvantage because the Quattroporte had 

come up behind yet another big rumbling 

lorry. The Mercedes was going to ram him. 

Slowing to get space between himself and 

the lorry, Rene accelerated at the last second 

to minimize the impact. As the Mercedes hit 

the Maserati, Rene lurched forward against 

his belts. He swerved the car a little more than 

necessary to the left, closing the gap with the 

truck ahead.

“Allo! Allo! Rene are you still there?” 

Rene was silent, concentrating on the task 

at hand. The Mercedes now shot the gap and 

went to Rene’s right , in the emergency lane. 

The assault rifle re-emerged. When they were 

only 50m from the guardrail Rene sawed on 

the wheel, steering the Maserati to the right, 

tapping the Mercedes behind the front wheel 

well. The impact was just enough. The black 

saloon rode the rail up and over, starting to 

flip as its driver lost control. The car’s speed 

plus angle of attack had it over the guardrail 

sliding first on its side and then on its roof as it 

continued to flip. It closed the gap to the trees 

and slammed into them at over 130 kph. There 

was a satisfying crunch as metal and flesh 

compressed in milliseconds against the trees. 

The car burst into flames.

The two big lorries started braking and 

sliding all over the road as other cars slammed 

on their brakes reacting to the wreck. Rene 

fishtailed in between the two trucks and 

continued accelerating up the Autoroute. He 

knew he was not safe yet. He scanned the road 

ahead and behind, trying to eyeball the other 

two cars.

“Allo! Allo! Rene are you OK?” shouted Jean 

Paul again.
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“You can expect that there will be a call to the 

police now. There was just a bit of an incident 

south of Montelimar.”

“Are there still three cars?” 

“No, just two now.”  Rene’s eyes continued 

scanning, knowing that the people chasing him 

would not give up so easily.

“So Jean Paul, I am thinking—why is it that 

the bad guys always pick the Black Mercedes 

Saloon. I mean why?  Do they go to bad guy 

school and this bad guy instructor says to 

them, ‘Always make sure to take the Mercedes. 

It is what bad guys drive.’ And you know what? 

It is always an AMG. They should show some 

originality. Why not a BMW or maybe a Jaguar? 

That would be a nice challenge for a change.”

“So my friend, do you need my help?”

“I have it from here. I am going to take them 

on a little trip up to the hills, a very scenic trip.”  

“Please be careful”. 

“Of course. A bien tout.” Rene disconnected.

He spotted the two remaining Mercedes 

just behind, trying to catch up. He stayed in 

the right lane, allowing the lead car to pull up 

beside him. Both front and back windows slid 

down. The rear passenger took a shot at him.

They never learn, do they?  

He thumbed a different toggle for the built-in 

side camera and caught a perfect photo of 

both driver and passengers, just as the front 

passenger opened up with a large-caliber 

pistol. Fortunately, he thought, not large 

enough, as the bullets slapped the windows, 

bouncing away. 

Rene hit the throttle as the other Mercedes 

smashed into the rear of the Maserati again, 

then swerved into the emergency lane and 

sprinted down the shoulder toward the 

onrushing exit ramp, the two other cars in hot 

pursuit.

The D104 was a secondary route running past 

the small town of Die, past which was a series 

of mountainous stretches that would take him 

north and finally back west. The many narrow 

switchbacks through the mountain passes, 

would give him opportunities to set each car 

up and take them out, one at a time. As he 

got close to Die, the phone rang again. He 

thumbed the Bluetooth connection.

“Allo.”

“Bob, you are late for your check in.”

Drivers like Rene had a handle or nom du 

guerre that they used. It would not do to have a 

client—or anyone else for that matter—know a 

Driver's real name. Years ago Rene had chosen 

Bob. It suited him. Short and to the point.  

“It seems I have some company,” replied Rene.

“Oh, what kind of company?” 

“The black Mercedes saloon kind—three of 

them. Well actually two now.

“They always pick the black Mercedes,” 

commented his client flatly.

“Hold a minute,” said Rene. He thumbed back 

to the photos he had taken, selecting the best 

one.

“I'm sending you a photo. Let me know when 

you get it”.  

He kept his foot on the accelerator, continuing 

to cruise along at more than 190 kph, the two 

Mercedes right behind him. Not knowing the 

road made overtaking him almost impossible, 

especially for these cochons.

“Got it,” said the client.

“Do you recognize anybody?

“Yes, the driver. He's a competitor, goes by the 

name Benoit.” A long pause.

“Bob. Bring him to me alive and I will 

substantially increase the fee, plus damages of 

course.”

“Deal. And there is a lot of damage.  I will call 

you when I get to Reims.” Rene disconnected.

Just before Die, there was an incredible 

mountain road, its tight sinuous curves 

challenged even the best drivers. The faster a 
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car went, the higher the degree of difficulty … 

and danger. He knew the curves like the back 

of his ex-wife—the narrow passes, the tight 

bridges, and the vicious switchbacks—the 

places to take out a tail. 

Rene turned up the D518, heading north, the 

two remaining Mercedes close behind, neither 

car able to pull abreast. Instead, they reverted 

to the old B movie stand-by, shooters leaning 

out of the window and firing shots towards the 

Maserati. The bullets harmlessly bounced off 

the rear deck and window. 

Rene’s plan was to eliminate one car as 

soon as possible, but toy with the other car 

containing Benoit until the time was right. 

The cars twisted and turned, heading up the 

switchbacks towards the Col du Rousset. First 

one car, then the other tried to get alongside 

the Maserati only to run out of road before 

another turn, where the chaser was forced to 

drop back and regroup.  

Just before Col du St. Alexis, both cars tried to 

take him out once again. There was one long 

stretch, perhaps a kilometer in length, that was 

fairly straight and both tried to pull alongside 

the Maserati, one on either side. Bullets flew. 

But Rene shifted down two gears to out 

accelerate them before the road narrowed 

again.  

They’re getting desperate. Maybe they're 

running low on gas…or out of bullets, he 

thought.

Taking the D76 towards Vassieux, Rene 

decided, now or never. A few kilometers ahead 

running up from Vassieux there was a 180° turn 

that dove back down a sharp incline to the Col 

du la Chau. He could hit top speed up to the 

hairpin curve, slamming on the brakes as he 

turned so as to pivot on his front wheels, then 

speed down the incline ahead to spring his 

trap. As luck would have it, the car with Benoit 

had dropped back letting the second black 

Mercedes take over. Even better.

There was an outcropping of rocks just past 

the Col. Rene knew he could get there ahead 

of his pursuers and out of sight for a few brief 

seconds. They'd panic. They'd look up the road 

ahead and not at the rocks.

The Maserati arrived at the point, locking up 

the brakes activating the ABS. The car came 

stuttering to a stop, Rene reversed the car 

between the rocks, shifting to first and holding 

the brakes and the throttle down. 

As the second Mercedes rounded the curve, 

Rene side-stepped the brakes, hit the throttle 

and slammed into the car just at the very 

edge of the rear bumper. It swerved violently 

and skidded off the road and into the waiting 

ravine, tumbling until it smashed onto the 

rocks at the bottom. There was no explosion, 

only the grind of metal against rock as the 

black Mercedes disintegrated.   

Benoit’s Mercedes smashed into the 

Maserati’s rear quarter panel, but Rene 

was prepared for this. As his car pirouetted 

across the roadway, he fought to correct it 

with opposite lock and return it in the right 

direction. Benoit’s Mercedes fishtailed back 

and forth before finally correcting and heading 

up the road, but now the Maserati was behind 

it. The two passengers leaned out and fired 

their pistols back at the Maserati, but the 

bullets bounced harmlessly off. 

They were clearly desperate now. The 

Mercedes swung wildly back and forth from 

one lane to the other. Taking advantage of his 

superior horsepower, Rene rocketed around 

the Mercedes just past the Col des Limousines.

As they approached the next switchback, 

he slowed just enough to let the Mercedes 

alongside. He counted on their desperation 

to make them sloppy enough to try to knock 

his car off the road. As they swerved over to 

the right and accelerated, he hit the brakes 
continued on page 22
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hard. The Mercedes shot ahead and into the 

switchback, crashed through the low rock wall 

and hit several large boulders causing it to 

skid sideways and flip over on its roof before it 

stopped, spinning like a top.

Finally, Rene thought. He stopped and 

reversed his battered and beaten car to the hole 

in the rock wall.  

He approached the smoking Mercedes 

warily. First he looked in the front passenger 

compartment. Dead. Apparently the passenger 

hadn't buckled his seatbelt after leaning out 

to shoot at the Maserati. The rear passenger 

was alive but unconscious. Rene left him and 

went around to the other side. The driver's door 

swung open as Benoit slowly tried to crawl out 

of the wreck. The airbags had saved his life. 

“You, you bastard! You should be dead by 

now.”

“Not quite my friend,” said Rene, drawing his 

pistol.

Struggling to stand up, Benoit pulled out his 

own gun and tried to shoot, but Rene using his 

own pistol calmly took aim and shot him in his 

right thigh. The force of the bullet dropped the 

man to the ground.  

Benoit grunted as he dropped backward into a 

sitting position, still trying to aim his gun. Rene 

walked up and calmly kicked the gun from the 

man’s unsteady right hand then kicked him on 

his right temple. Benoit fell over, unconscious. 

“You are worth a lot to me now—so let’s get 

you nice and comfortable—you shit.”

Rene dragged Benoit back to the Maserati, 

dropped him by the rear passenger door 

and went to the trunk and removed a very 

sophisticated first aid kit, a towel and restraints. 

After treating the wound, he shot the still 

unconscious man in the neck with a mild 

sleeping compound out of a one-time syringe, 

then dragged him into the back seat. He put 

the towel under the wounded leg (having no 

intention of staining his beautiful cabernet-

colored leather seats), then he used several 

looped zip-tie restraints on the man's hands 

and leg. He threaded them into hidden steel 

loops integrated into the rear seats, essentially 

keeping the unconscious man tethered. 

Stepping back slowly, he took one glance 

at the damaged Maserati and slowly shook 

his head—catastrophe.  Seeing car lights 

approaching in the distance, he jumped into 

his car and headed west, rejoining the A7 north 

of Valance for the final sprint to Lyon and then 

to Reims, the ultimate destination. Conscious 

that the formerly new Maserati was now a 

conspicuous mess, Rene was happy that night 

had fallen. He drove carefully, just under the 

speed limit, trying not to attract attention. A 

short while later, he arrived on the outskirts of 

Reims. He punched a number on his iPhone and 

dialed his client.

“It’s Bob. Where do we meet?”

“We were getting worried, you're so late.” A 

pause then, “I'll text you the address, third floor 

of the parking complex, we'll be waiting.”

“And the funds?”

“And my competitor?”

“Sleeping nicely in the back.”

Rene heard the smile in the client’s voice when 

he said “We'll be anxiously waiting!”

Twenty minutes later, he piloted the wounded 

Maserati up into the parking complex, stopping 

on the third floor. Two cars waited with their 

lights on: a BMW 7-Series and an Audi S6. 

Pulling up and switching off the motor, Rene 

opened the driver’s door and slowly got out. 

As he emerged, the client got out of the Audi’s 

back seat. He walked to Rene, extending his 

hand. Rene looked him over; young, but already 

possessing a vibe of power and confidence. 

Even in the night, the client wore expensive 

Prada sunglasses. Sporting several earrings, 

he wore a white silk shirt opened to reveal 
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several thick gold chains; the cuffs of the 

shirt were rolled back perfectly exposing a 

gold and diamond Rolex and several gold 

and black bracelets. He looked raffish, like a 

successful rap star or the underworld figure 

he undoubtedly was. Most important, he 

was rich enough to pay the fee for such an 

Engagement.

“Please note, Bob, we do not drive the black 

Mercedes saloons,” sweeping his hands back 

to take in both of his cars.

“I can tell you have taste.”

“The cargo?” 

Rene walked to the rear of the Maserati. He 

forced open the damaged trunk and reached 

inside. Using his personal code and the Fujitsu 

Palm Reader (which measured, mapped and 

authenticated the blood running though the 

palm veins of his hand), he opened the safe, 

removed the cargo and handed it to one of 

the client's associates. The client smiled.

Rene then opened the rear passenger side 

door. He dragged the competitor, Benoit out 

and onto the ground. As the client and his 

associates gathered closer, Rene reached into 

his pocket and removed some smelling salts 

which he broke under Benoit’s nose. With a 

gag and cough, the man awoke and tried to 

focus his eyes.

“Shit” was all he said before the client’s 

closed fist slammed him back into 

unconsciousness. Two associates carried the 

once again unconscious man to the waiting 

BMW. His feet dragging on the ground with 

a soft scrape, a softer moan coming from his 

bloodied mouth as they shoved him in the 

back seat.

Wiping his hand on an expensive silk 

handkerchief, the client calmly remarked 

“Bob, as usual you have surpassed all our 

expectations. This is a very nice way to 

conclude our Engagement.”

“Thank you, I always do my best.”

“Here is the payment, plus a little extra” then 

a laugh, “you’ll need it if that’s what is left of 

your car.”

Rene weighed the package in his hand 

before he put the thick envelope into his suit 

pocket.  He smiled and put his hand out for his 

client, concluding the Engagement.

“It feels like a nice amount.” noted Bob.

“You should count it in a quiet place,” said 

the client as he turned to leave.

“Agreed. Until next time,” said Rene.

Turning back, the client smirked, “Until next 

time. Oh, and Bob? Try not to trash your car 

quite so much. I hear it really diminishes the 

resale value.”

Rene sighed as his gaze took in the pitiful 

hulk of his car. He distantly heard the other 

vehicles pull away. He placed his hand along 

the car’s flank, touching it as he moved from 

front to back, feeling all the bullet holes and 

dings and dents. He felt as an old lover who 

once again feels the body of his first true love, 

betrayed by age. The Maserati did not deserve 

this, to age so ungracefully.  Turning one last 

time, his gaze lingered on the disappearing 

tail lights of the two retreating cars. 

Rene stood next to what was left of his 

Maserati Quattroporte. He was exhausted.  He 

thought back to Marseilles and the unease he 

initially felt. Yes, uneasiness and bullets did not 

mix, that finely attuned sixth sense had let him 

down on this engagement. He sighed again.

“Maybe I am getting too old for this game,” 

he said to himself.

RL Turner’s The Driver series can be purchased 

on Amazon here: https://www.amazon.com/

Robert-L-Turner/e/B005HJ2QLA
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Call to order: Ed Rice 7:02 PM

In attendance:  Tim Gustafson, Bob Nadin, 

Shawn Stack, Matt Wimer, Tom Uehling, Gus 

Vasilakis, George Patterson, Ed Rice, Larry Sachs, 

Jay Malobicky, Scott Ishler, Tom Mueller, Justin 

Flagg, Drake Core, Paul Pigman.

Ed proposed approval of March business 

meeting minutes, Larry Sachs made the motion 

to approve, it was seconded by Scott Ishler. 

 

Financial Update:  Tom Uehling - Tom handed 

out reports and explained they are in a new 

format due to switching to Quickbooks. Cash 

receipts are up slightly this month.  There 

are several invoices coming due for the 

Driver’s Education events.  He gave a detailed 

explanation about the differences between 

Quickbooks and Quicken, the previous 

accounting software.  There is some financial 

uncertainty due to the Coronavirus.   Paul 

Pigman presented a check from Sewickley 

Porsche.  They are the club’s branding sponsor 

for all club activities for 2020.  Tom explained 

how the money will be allocated for the year. 

Old Business:  Two of the students from the 

high school that the club sponsored for a 

Battle Bots tournament were in attendance.  

Bryce Eddy and Daniel Signorello gave a 

demonstration of their battle bot.  It was very 

impressive and everyone at the meeting felt the 

donation the club made to school program was 

well worth it. 

New Business:  Ed Rice briefly explained our 

policies as they relate to the Coronavirus.  All 

Club events are to be held as scheduled.  The 

situation is very fluid as of today and each 

committee chair is to make the decision if 

they plan to cancel or postpone an event.  No 

new policies were introduced.  Zone 4 held a 

Presidents meeting on February 22nd and 23rd.  

Gus Vasilakis and Ed Rice attended the February 

22nd meeting.  Drake Core and Dave Palmer 

attended the Drivers Education meeting on 

February 23rd.   The meetings reiterated club 

policies and procedures.  Focus of the meetings 

was mainly insurance coverage and that it must 

be in place for all events that include moving 

vehicles.  Former Zone 4 Rep. Michael Soriano 

requested Ed Rice to submit ARPCA for the 

“Region of the Year” award with PCA National.  

We have until Fall 2020 to submit our region.  

Current Zone 4 Rep. Lori Shutz displayed a list 

of the regions with the largest growth and 

ARPCA has grown 8% over last year.  Ed Rice 

and Drake Core held a meeting with Porsche 

Pittsburgh (formerly Auto Palace).  The focus of 

the meeting was to involve Porsche Pittsburgh 

in an event that involves Porsches with 4 doors.  

Gus discussed the Junior member benefits.  He 

signed up his son up to be a Junior member and 

he received a very nice complimentary swag 

pack.  BMW club wants us to participate in Shine 

and Show event on October 10th to be held on 

the North Side of Pittsburgh.  The attendees 

agreed to promote the event but the club will 

not provide volunteers for the event.

Committee Reports 

Social: John Malobicky - 59 people have signed 

up for the All Member Dinner.  We typically get 

around 90 people attending this event.  We 

will make a decision next week based on the 

Coronavirus situation.  A dedicated e-blast for 

the All Member Dinner should be sent out next 

week if the event is going forward.  The “Lot” 

dates are set. The first date is Saturday May 

16 starting at 7:30AM.  Reference the ARPCA 

ARPCA BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
March 12, 2020-Forza Motorsports  
by Drake Core, ARPCA Secreatary
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Photo Contest
by Larry Sachs, Rundschau Editor

Disappointingly, there were no entries for the cover contest this month. The contest is 

open to every ARPCA member or associate member. You may submit your entries to 

editor@arpca.com. Winning photographs will appear as the cover of Rundschau. To be 

considered the subject matter must relate to ARPCA members or events; be at least 1 

megapixel in size; in focus; reasonably well exposed and capable of being cropped verti-

cally with sufficient area above the main subject to overlay the masthead. Along with the 

photo submit a short description of what your entry depicts, including the date, time, 

location and the names of people who appear. Please identify any cars by year, model 

(and color name if possible). Selection of a winner is at the sole discretion of yours truly. 

website for the dates for these great events.  

John is trying re-establish the Station Square 

Grand Concourse Event and is planning to 

schedule it for the beginning of September. 

PVGP: John Malobicky - Drive on fee is same 

this year for PVGP. Volunteer positions are 

being filled. Shawn Stack is going to take 

over the Friday night rally. Hagerty insurance 

is sponsoring the event along with Fowler 

Automotive.  

DE: Everything is tracking well for all events.  

The next event is the Taste of the Track on 

March 28th.  We will see in the coming days if 

the Coronavirus makes us change any of the 

track events. 

Communications: Larry Sachs - May 

Rundschau deadline is April 1st.   Many people 

have complained that our Rundschau calendar 

is hard to read.   Justin Flagg contacted Larry 

Sachs and suggested he could provide a 

better format for our calendar.  He submitted 

a new format for the calendar and showed 

it to everyone at the meeting   Justin is a 

design professional and even does work for 

PCNA through his personal business.  He has 

offered to help. PCA issues annual awards 

for region newsletters. Larry has submitted 

the 2019 November/December Rundschau 

for the newsletter cover award as well as the 

June & August issues in the competition for 

best newsletter overall.  We will see if we win 

anything.  

Porsche Touring Crew:  Tom Mueller - The 

next PTC event is March 24th at the Springfield 

Grill in Cranberry.  Watch the ARPCA website 

for future dates for the PTC events. There was a 

recommendation by Ed Rice that the PTC have 

its own committee with a committee chair.  A 

vote was taken and the motion was approved, 

Tom is appointed the committee chair.  

Membership: Terri Mattock was not in 

attendance. We will report next month.

Next Meeting: April 9th at Goosebumps at 

7:00 PM.

Adjourned at 9 pm. upon motion by Ed Rice.

Submitted by Drake Core, ARPCA Secretary
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A new 2020, Aventurine 
Green, 911 Carrera at the 
Porsche Experience Center in 
Atlanta, GA.

Photos by Justin Flagg
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An early 70s 911 Targa in 
Viper Green at Pittsburgh Cars 
and Coffee in Warrendale, PA

Photos by Justin Flagg



// Rundschau • May 202028 arpca.com

 The Mart - ARPCA Classifieds

2013 Audi RS5 Panther 
Black Crystal/Black 
interior.
Super clean with 39k 
miles, 4.2L V8 revs to 
8,500 RPM through a dual 
clutch tranny and sport 
exhaust.  Panther Black is beautiful with purple and green 
metallic that glistens in the sun. B&O sound system. All 
this performance while the interior cradles you in true Audi 
luxury. Well maintained.  $36,900 obo. Gary  412-915-1600

1989 944 Turbo S $25,500 n’
Black/ White. + Race seats. 
82,000 miles
Multiple Concours Winner! 
Beautiful Condition,
Rare S Model. Porsche 
Certificate of Authenticity. 
Engine rebuilt with many 
upgrades. Sleeper! Garrett Turbo, Spec Clutch & light weight 
fly wheel. Koni Adjustable Shocks, Springs and Camber Plates. 
Fabspeed 3” complete Stainless steel exhaust. 18” BBS wheels, 
New Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tires. Complete maintenance 
records. Paul Murray Pittsburgh, Pa.  412-818-3540.  
paulspeed@comcast.net

2010 OEM Porsche 
911 windscreen from 
Suncoast, not a knockoff. 
$225.00 Contact John @ 
412-721-9721

Red 1970 Porsche 911 E Targa
In very good condition & runs well
Asking Price $67000
Contact Hans at 412-373-2305

2005 Porsche  911 Carrera stock 
wheels. Set of four $2000. Immacu-
late condition (no curb rash) Conti-
nental 265/40 ZR 18 tires (rear)
Continental 235/40 ZR 18 tires 
(front) Tires have some life left on 
them. Contact Don Ray at  
drraydmd@gmail.com



PVGP
Home Theatre Raffle

• 55” flat panel tv
• Speakers: left, center, right, surrounds, subwoofer
• Yamaha audio/video receiver
• Blu-ray DVD player
• Universal color touch screen remote
• Complete installation, programming, calibration
• System value: $14,000

$50/ticket (only 500 tickets will be sold)
Drawing:  Sun, July 24, 2011

Porsche tent at the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix
Winner need not be present to win 

Proceeds to PVGP Autism Society

Request tickets:  T_Mattock@comcast.net
(your ticket numbers will be emailed to you upon receipt of payment)
Name:_____________________________________
Email:_____________________________________
Phone:____________________________________
Number of tickets (@$50.00):__________________

Checks payable to: ARPCA (must be rec’d by 7/20/11)
Mail to: Goosebumps

110 Jones Drive
McMurray,  PA  15317

RundschauRundschau
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Awesome Pricing!
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